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Saint Mary University in Halifax, Nova Scotia is a registered charity under the Canada Revenue
Agency (CRA). Its charitable registration number is 11918 9900 RR0OO0O01.

4.

5.

Definitions

Gift: A giftis a voluntary transfer of property without valuable consideration, as defined by
the Canadian Revenue Agency. Generally, a giftis made if all three of the conditions listed
below are satisfied: a. some property — usually cash — is transferred by a donor to a
registered charity; b. the transfer is voluntary; and c. the transfer is made without
expectation of return. No benefit or advantage may be provided to the donor or to anyone
designated by the donor, except where the benefit is of nominal value

Charitable donation: A gift of cash or cash equivalent gifts (including gifts in kind, gifts of
security, foundation grants, deferred gifts (including estate gifts), but excludes contract
research funding) resulting in the issuing of a charitable tax receipt from the University.
Eligible gift: These gifts (or portion of gifts) which the University determines meet the CRA
guidelines for issuance of a charitable gift tax receipt to the donor.

Non-eligible gifts — These gifts do not qualify for issuance of charitable tax receipts under
CRA guidelines.

Designation (restricted gift): A gift donated to the University for a defined purpose.
Unrestricted gift: A gift donated to the University that is not designated for a defined
purpose and can be used to support the mission of the University at its discretion.

Policy

This Policy governs the acceptance of gifts made to Saint Mary’s University:

All gifts will be subject to review prior to acceptance.

The University will not accept gifts, enter relationships, or accept external support that could
reasonably compromise its public image, reputation or commitment to its academic mission,
principles, and values.

Saint Mary’s University values and will protect its integrity, autonomy, and academic
freedom in all its activity, representing individual community members and tlal
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6.

the gift does not comply with the Canada Income Tax Act and Canada Revenue Agency
guidelines (charitable and non-charitable) or could jeopardize the University’'s registered
charitable status;

the gift does not align with the University’s priorities or objectives;

the donor applies unacceptable restrictions or conditions on the gift;

the gift will be difficult to administer;

the gift exposes the University to unacceptable risk or liability, including but without
limitation, violation of the Nova Scotia Human Rights Act and the values and principles of
equity, diversity, inclusion, and accessibility;

the gift may have or actually comes from illegal activities;

the gift could improperly benefit any person; and

the donor and gift could pose a reputational risk to the University or does not align with the
University’s ethical principles and respectful workplace culture.

Authority to Accept Gifts

While the University may elect to accept or decline any gift, the Board of Governors has delegated
authority to the President & Vice-Chancellor to make decisions concerning the acceptance of gifts
and they are accountable to the Board of Governors for such decisions.

The President & Vice-Chancellor has the ultimate authority to make decisions to accept or reject
gifts valued up to $2 million. Board of Governors approval is required for gifts of $2 million or more.
The President & Vice-Chancellor may delegate their authority to accept or reject gifts valued at
below $250,000 to the Vice-President, Advancement & External Affairs.

7.

Authority to Solicit, Negotiate and Receipt Gifts

The Office
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https://uwaterloo.ca/advancement/

Where appropriate, gift agreements and other documentation requiring university signature to
support the gift will be recorded
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reviewed as they are received and may be allocated to other projects, at the discretion of the
President & Vice-Chancellor, in consultation with the Vice-President, Advancement & External

Affairs.

The President & Vice-Chancellor will direct undesignated gifts by way of memorandum to the Vice-
President, Advancement & External Affairs, - Vice-
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https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/i-3.3/
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/charities-giving/charities/about-charities-directorate.html
https://humanrights.novascotia.ca/know-your-rights/legislation

14. Related Policies, Procedures & Documents

a.
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https://www.smu.ca/webfiles/11-1002_Naming.pdf
https://www.smu.ca/webfiles/10-1001_ProspectClearance.pdf
https://www.smu.ca/webfiles/12-010_SigningAuthorityPolicy.pdf
https://www.smu.ca/webfiles/4-7001_InvestmentPolicy.pdf
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