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Senate Policy on the Review of Programs at Saint Mary's University 

1. Preamble 

The Saint Mary’s University Act, 1970 (including amendments to December, 2007), states that 
“Subject to the powers of the Board, the Senate shall be responsible for the educational policy of 
the university.” The Program Review process is therefore carried out under the authority of the 



https://www.smu.ca/academics/program-review.html
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• Three-Year reports are to be submitted 3-years following Senate approval of the Action 
Plan. 

5. Program Review subject to Accreditation 

Combining a Program Review and an Accreditation Review can be challenging, and the feasibility of 
doing so may well be discipline specific. 

Accreditation is a process by which a program is evaluated to determine if it meets certain pre-
determined minimal criteria or standards. A program review process is an on-going and continuous 
evaluation of a program for the purpose of quality improvement. Both of these processes can be 
described as quality assurance processes and often include assessing, monitoring, guaranteeing, 
maintaining and improving. 

There are several factors that need to be considered when deciding how to combine, coordinate or 
completely segregate a program review with an external accreditation review including: 

• Levels of com
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1.0 September 
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Academic Planning  
Committee 

Document creation. Date of Senate Approval: 
September 19, 2014. Merges the Senate Policy on 
the Review of Undergraduate Programs, and the 
companion document for Graduate Programs 12, 
2010. 

1.1 March 11, 
2016 

Academic Planning  
Committee 

Addition of subsection for Policy Revision 
within the Preamble. 

1.2  May 13, 2016 Academic Planning  
Committee 

Addition of process for programs subject 
to accreditation. 

1.3 July 25, 2019 Academic Planning  
Committee 

Addition of statements: 1) all graduate and 
undergraduate programs offered for credit are 
subject to program review, 2) add flexibility for 
the coordination of program review and 
accreditation processes, 3) add reference to the 
Guidelines for Program Review, 4) add 
clarification for reviewing thematically similar 
programs together. Revise Section 5 – Steps in 
the Review Process and add requirement for a 
three-year report. Revise Section 6.1 - Program 
Goals and Needs to clarify External factors. 
Revise Section 6.5 – Continuous Improvement 
Process to make student feedback a requirement 
for all review processes. 


