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On 2018-12-07, 2:53 PM, "Adam J Sarty" <Adam.Sarty@smu.ca> wrote: 
  
Dear SMU Colleagues (Faculty and Staff): 
  
Your link to participate in our strategic conversation on research at SMU is now ready 
(details below!): 

https://smu.ca/strategicconversation 
  
Earlier this fall, Dr. Malcolm Butler (Vice-President Academic and Research) and myself 
announced the beginning of our consultation process to renew the SMU Academic and 
Strategic Research Plans.  As part of the consultation for these renewals, I will be leading 
a process to engage you in a conversation about our Strategic Research Plan.  The 
renewal of our Strategic Research Plan provides opportunity to consider the research 
enterprise at Saint Mary’s collectively, its relationship to our university’s overall 
Strategic Plan, to the expertise of our faculty, and to future potential research 
directions. 
  
We have decided to use a novel approach in our desire to engage as many of you as 
possible in this discussion about SMU research.  Every couple of weeks, I will be asking 
you to reflect on a particular research scenario/theme in terms of both potential future 
direction, as well as how the scenario relates to your own Saint Mary’s 
experiences.  With all of us sharing multiple perspectives about the future, and our 
many experiences, our collective voice will give us insights into both the current state 
and future needs for research directions and support - and will shape our renewed 
Strategic Research Plan.  
  
 So, over the coming 10-12 weeks, I will be emailing you five separate invitations to 
reflect on different scenarios/themes (with the invitations spaced by about 2 weeks to 
give time for all to participate in each).  The scenarios we will be presenting are: 
Interdisciplinary Scenario  (this is the one for this message) 



Community-Engaged Research Scenario 
Research Themes Scenario 
Technology Impacts Scenario 
Research Funding Scenario 

Some of the scenarios will be intentionally provocative in order to spark conversation, 
and we hope they will elicit experiences in your work that are relevant to this exercise. 
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